THE   GRAND   TOUR   WITH   GRAY
There is this to be observed. Gray left Reggio for
Venice, travelling with Mr. John Chute and a younger
Englishman, Francis Whithed, who were friends of Mann's
and of Walpole's. These two resumed a close intimacy with
Walpole after they had returned to England; and there is not
the least suggestion anywhere that these very likeable gentle-
men felt that Gray, who was also still their friend, had been
scurvily treated.
Meanwhile, Walpole, staying on by himself at Reggio,
came near to afflict Gray with a formidable regret; for he
was seized with a quinsy and very nearly died. By good luck
Joseph Spence, Pope's friend, the Professor of Poetry at
Oxford, chanced to be in Reggio ; Walpole had met him in
the previous year at Florence, and had corresponded with him
from there; they had renewed the acquaintance at Reggio,
so that naturally Walpole, finding himself seriously ill, sent for
this fellow-countryman, who took charge. But for this stroke
of good fortune, Spence considered that Mr. Walpole, " who
is one of the best natured and most sensible young gentlemen
that England affords, would have in all probability fallen a
sacrifice to this disorder/'
By May 10 the invalid was able to write West an account
of Reggio and its fair, to which "come all the nobility of
Lombardy and all the broken dialects of Genoa, Milan,
Venice, Bologna, etc. . . . You never heard such a
ridiculous confusion of tongues. All the morning one goes
to the fair undressed, as to the walks of Tunbridge; 'tis just
in that manner, with lotteries, raffles, etc/'
In default of Gray he attached himself to Spence, and to
Lord Lincoln whom Spence was bear-leading, and went with
them to Venice : thence, still with them, to Genoa and by sea
to Antibes, whence they explored the South of France through
Toulon and Marseilles to Toulouse and so came back to Paris
by Orleans and reached Dover on September 12, 1741,
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